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Squash and tennis events grow in Cleveland with new stage and stars
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The third annual Squash in the Land tournament is coming to University Hospitals’ Ahuja Medical Center with top-ranked players and a custom-built glass court.

Over the next few days, a crew of eight workers — led by two specialists from Belgium — will construct a temporary
glass squash court, surrounded by 250 seats in a horseshoe layout, at University Hospitals’ Ahuja Medical Center.
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It's the newest venue for Squash in the Land, which enters its third year with its first presenting sponsor, Porsche of
Beachwood.

After two years at Playhouse Square, the tournament is relocating to the University Hospitals Drusinsky Sports
Medicine Institute for its Jan. 13-18 run, one of two professional racquet events coming to Cleveland this winter.

RELATED

Has Cleveland’s pickleball boom peaked, or is the market just evolving?

Like its sponsor, Squash in the Land is positioned as a premium product for a smaller, targeted audience.

And, like its sponsor, it's always looking to attract new customers.

“Part of our hope with putting it in a public venue is to get more of that sports fan out there, as opposed to just the
niche squash fan,” said Alex Guthrie, director of events for Topnotch Management. “Our hope is to get the overall sports
fan, or just a person that wants entertainment for a night.”
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The event will draw many of the world’s top professional squash players and serves as the opening act for a winter
stretch that also includes the Cleveland Open ATP Challenger tennis tournament in February.

Early rounds will be played Jan. 13-14 at Urban Squash, the Cleveland Skating Club and the Cleveland Racquet Club,
with the ticketed quarterfinals through finals running Jan. 15-18 at the Drusinsky Institute. Attendance jumped from
the first year to the second, and Guthrie says this year’s event is tracking in line with last year, with hopes for another
step up as the tournament approaches.

“The big thing with this event is growing the game of squash,” said Guthrie, who played tennis at John Carroll University
and later spent six years as director of racket sports at Mayfield Sand Ridge Club. “Yes, we want the event to grow, but
even just organically, growing squash within Cleveland — and nationally — is the bigger goal.

“Before we got into this event, | never played squash, and now | play two or three times a week. It worked on me and |
think that’s the biggest goal — keep driving this event so we can keep driving the growth of what is a great sport and a
great workout here in Cleveland.”

The combined men’s and women's event features more than $200,000 in prize money and includes three top-10 men
and three top-10 women in the world rankings.

“These are truly the best squash athletes in the world,” Guthrie said. “This isn’t a minor league tournament. This is the
real deal and the top stage for squash in the world.”
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The event brings 48 players from around the world to Cleveland, along with roughly 10 tour staff members and officials.
(Most of the tour is based in the United Kingdom.) Tournament week will also include the National Squash League
draft, hosted in Cleveland by the Lake Erie Beacons, a team co-owned by Topnotch Management.

“All the various owners and GMs from the respective teams are coming in, so there's a decent amount of traffic coming
in from outside of Cleveland for this event specifically,” Guthrie said.

Squash in the Land is followed a few weeks later by the Cleveland Open, a long-running ATP Challenger tennis
tournament that returns to the Cleveland Racquet Club from Feb. 1-8 and has seen steady growth in attendance and
sponsorship since 2019.

“Since we started this event, the expenses have probably gone up like $50,000 to $75,000, and yet we're still trending
upwards, raising more money every year and getting more ticket sales every year,” Guthrie said. “The upward growth
has been great for this level of an event.”

Now in its eighth year, the Cleveland Open will debut electronic line calling this winter, a first for an ATP Challenger
tournament of its level in the United States. The event offers more than $100,000 in prize money and ranking points and
has drawn future Top 100 players to Cleveland over the years, including Sebastian Korda, Alex Michelson, Brandon
Nakashima and Arthur Rinderknech.

“A lot of these players have either played at, or are going to be playing at, the next level — the U.S. Open, Wimbledon, the
French Open,” Guthrie said. “These are players you see on TV, coming here to get more points, get wins and confidence,
or get more matches before the American tour stretch in February.”

The tournament also includes fan events and youth programming, supports local nonprofits Advantage Cleveland and
Changeover, and is free to attend through the early rounds before becoming ticketed Feb. 5.

The stadium court seats just over 400 fans, and attendance is usually higher during the early, free-admission rounds
from Sunday through Wednesday, when spectators can move freely between courts. Total attendance ranges from
5,000 to 6,000 fans each year, Guthrie said.

“From both a corporate and fan standpoint, the growth just keeps getting better every year, and we keep adding new
events,” Guthrie said.
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